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I A~ AN At·~ATEUR A~WANCEi) CLASS OPERATOR (WA~FNJ) OF LONe STANi)ING AS

WELL AS A HOLDER OF A COM~rSSION GENERAL RADIO TELEPHONE LICENSE (THE

FORMER RADIOTELEPHONE FIRST CLASS).

THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSAL IN THiS MATTER SHOWS THE RIGHT SPIRIT BUT IT

FAILS TO RECOGNIZE WHAT IT ACKNOWLEDCES IN PARAG1APH SEVEN OF THE NOTICE,

THAT THIS IS AI~ AUTO~·1ATIC AN;) HIGH snEEr) SYSTEIL HUt1AN INTERVENTION

NOT OULY SLOWS DOWN THE OPERATION, IT ALSO INTROJUCES A GREATER CHANCE

or Ei<ROi, O:~ FAILUr.[ IN THE PASSAGE OF THE TRAFFIC.

OI~CE-UPON-A-TIHE HUHAtJ OPERATO:::S COPIED AIJ:.) ~ELAYE') ~·"ESSAGES OY HAt~:J.

THE OPERATOR wOULD cony THE ENTIRE MESSACE AN) THEN HE WOULD DECIDE

HO",' iJ[5T T0 FOin/A;;" IT. THEN HE \.-lO,IL:) ;:;.ETR/,NSiv'lT IT BY HAIJ" ItJ ITS

ENTIRETY. Now. IN THE MODE~N "PACKET" SYSTEM MESSAGES A~E T~ANSMITTED

NOT If! THEIII ENTIRETY BUT It, SHALL "'ACi;ETS. EACH LINE OF THIS '?t.'?ER

I'/OULJ eE T~ANS!:ITH[1 SEDERATELY, LINE-BY-LII'E. VIr 'vlOllLD SEiW SOr'iE SIXTY

Pt,CKETS TO HAf~E un Till'; PA~F (r\'EN THE ?/;CE IWr\EJEf: AT THE BOTTO'·~ OF THE

PACE \/OULD HAVE I T5 0\,/1'1 "PAC;~ETtI). EACH or THESE ONE L II-JE P/\CKETS

(A nACf;ET 1,1AY I-JOT er HOrE THAN 12A CHARACTERS IN LEI~GTH) ",aULD BE

ItJTEF:LEAVED WITH THE PACi{ETS OF OTHE" 1,1ESSAGES AS IT T1,AVELS ALON~ n:E

TRM-lS!~ f SS I 0:, PA Hi. THr /\O,);:[SS AND SEr,o ~fj2 STAT I ou r '-IFO,'t·~AT r01-1 IN

HiE "HEADE"" or EACH PACKET ALLO'dS REASS:'.'3LY AT THE t,DDr,ESSED STATION.

JUST TO t"Af([ LirE I.'ORE U\Tc':rSTIlU' Tl:E'!J,:'rT RrnEf.TEf~ OR "DIC/"EATEr::"

DOES NOT \{AIT E();, Ti'~[ Ei'!T1RE ~~ESst,CE CEFO":E '-.ET'Ar';S:'ITTlI,!( THE IIJ"IVIC'.lAL

PAC,=T. A: SOO~A~ A ~ACKET IS CORRECTLY rC['VE~ A DrCISION IS M~DE~

TO RET::AtJ:?,:: I T THE ""/,CI,ET O,J THAT CHldJNCL O~ ~or·"E OThE" CHArmEL (LOCAL

NETS \\'lLL Fr,EQ'JElnLY OPERATE IN THE I'~5 ~·:Hz. enD I-JtllLE "BACf(S()NE"

LONG DIST.ANCE C:OUTE \-/ILL H~EQUEIHlY BE FOUI~D at, THE 220 AID 4'n t'~HZ.
BANDS). THUS, A SUBSTANTIAL PO~TrON OF THE MESSAGE MAY HAVE BEEN

TRANS~lTTED BEFORE THE RE~EATER OPERATOS HAS ANY POSSIBILITY OF

DETErMINING THE FULL IMPORT OF THE MESSAGE. AND, THE S~STEM IS

STRUCTURED TO DEPEND UPON THE PRm~nT (INSTANT, EVEN!) RETFANSt'~ISSIOIJ

OF THE RECEIVE.) PACKET; F01 IF THE ORIGINATING STATION DOES NOT

RECEIVE AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CORRECT RECEIPT FRO~ THE DESTINATION

STATION WITHIN A FEI' SECON[,S IT 'vIlLL RETRANSMIT THE F'ACI<ET OVER-AIJD-

OVER AGAIN UNTIL IT DOES RECEIVE THE ACKNO'JLE:)CHENT OF cor;r;ECT

r'ECEIPT. IF YOLI \iI\T~HE Ti:AFFIC f'ASSIW: TH::OUCH A [,[PEATEr. YOU

vII L L SEE 0 IJEll NE a F A I~ E ~; SAG ERE P E /I T E J SEVE F. AL T I tj ESINT [f': S PER SED

WITH A~SORTED LINES OF OTHER MESSAGES AN~ flOVEr:HEA~tI TRAFFIC SUCH

AS THE ACKNO\.-,'LEDGEI4ENTS 8EIIK r,ETURNED TO THE Or.IClr~ATING STATION.
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THE O~IGINATING STATION EX~[CTS TO SEE THE ACKNOWLEDG~ENT FROM THE
ADDRESSED STATlor~ l"ITflIlJ A VERY rEW SECONDS. WHILE IT IS EASY TO
SORT OUT THE I'~ESSAGES "rTE"RTPf'.'ENTIRE ~1ESSAGE HAS BEEN PASSED ALONG
S01TING THeM OUT "ON-THE-FLY" IS ANOTHER MATTER IN~EED.

IN PAr;.\GRAPH FOlili THE NOTICE SPEAKS OF A ''t-.~ESSAGE-BY-I'1ESSAGE SCF,EENING
PROCEOURE". THE PROBLEM IS THAT THE CU;RENT HIGH SPEED PACKET TRANSMISSION
IS NOT "MESSAGE-BY-MESSACr" 8~T RATHER PACKET-BY-PACKET ---EACH PACKET
BEING BUT .oNE LINE (t.1AXUW:,: 123 CHARACTERS) or THE MESSAGE. AND, TO
MAKE THE GRUEL THICKER/THESE INDIVIDUAL LINES WILL BE INTERSPERSED
WITH THOSE OF OTHER MESSAGES TRAVELING ALONG THE SAME RADIO PATH (WE
DEPEND UPON THE ADDRESS "HEADER" OF EACH PACKET TO SORT THEM OUT AT
DESTINATION. WHAT THIS ALL MEANS IS THAT TRYING TO REVIEW MESSAGES
IN TRANSIT (ESPECIALLY WITHOUT DELAY) IS A CHORE. AND, A CHORE WITH
NO PRACTICAL RETURN.

I AM AI'IARE THAT LAI:! SCHOOL TEACHES THAT NO HARI1 '·lAY BE PERM I TTE:D, NO
MATTER HOW MUCH. GOOD MUST BE SUPPRESSED TO DREVENT THAT HARM. BUT, IS
THAT"HARM" ---THE TRANSMISSION OF MESSAGES THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH THE
NON-COMMERCIAL RESTRICTIONS or SECTION 97.113--- so GREAT THAT WE MUST
REQUI~E HUMAN PARTICIPATION IN WHAT IS BASICALLY AN AUTOMATIC SYSTEM
D['SIGNEj TO WO:"~ (AN,) WORK J8EST) '."'THOJT lNTERVUJTIOIL

YES, I KNOvJ THAT IT OFFEN::JS TO ALLO'" OF THE POSS1::ILITY THAT AN It-\prWPER
l1ESSAGE "!ILL BE TRANSMITTE~ AN8 REPEATEQ (AND Sm1E "IILL sr). BUT THAT,
1 BELIEVE: IS THE CHANCE THAT \.JE ~1UST TA!(E IF \.JE I,ISH TO HAVE A TRULY
FAST AND AUTOI,IATle AN[) DEPENDABLE DrG/TAL TRArFIC HIlN[oLlNG SYSTU1.
AND, UNLIKE MOST RA~IO OPERATION EACH AND EVERY PACKET CONTAINS THE
IDENTlrlCATION or THE ORIGINATING AND DE3TINATION STATIONS. THIS
t~AI<ES IT EASY TO GO TO THE PERSON "'HO IS Tr:ULY GUILTY AND COfJFROIH
HIM. IN SOME CASES IT WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE rOR DIGIPEATER OPERATORS
TO DEtjY ACCESS TO I<NO\,'N FREQUENT orFENC>EF.S.

WHAT ALL or THE ABOVE AMOUNTS TO IS THIS: ANY HU~1AN CHECKING or
AUTOMATIC HIGH SPEED TRAFrlC MAKES IT NO LONGER HIGH SPEED OR AUTOMATIC.
THEREFORE, NOT EVEN THE FlqST REPEATER SHOULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE IRRESPONSIBILE ACTION OF THE ORIGINATING STATIONS. LET THE GUILT
LAY WITH THOSE WHO ARE TRULV GUILTY

THE COVMISSION'S PROPOSED REVISION or 97.3(A)(3~) wOULD RULE OUT THE
USE OF CONVENTIONAL RADIOTELETYPE (RTTY) TRANSV.IS~ION THROUGH REPEATERS
THAT WERE ALSO USED FOR VOICE AN8 VIDIO. THE RULE MIGH BETTER JUST
RErER TO DIGITAL SYSTEM REPEATERS AS A SUB-SET OF REPEATERS G~NERALLY

RATHER TijAN TRY TO SEPERATE THE INSEPERA9LE INTO TWO DISTINCT GROUPS.
PERHAPS SOME or THE CONrUSION IN PERCEPTION ARISES FROM THE FACT THAT
THE DIGtPEATER DOES NOT REPEAT THE PACKET AS IT IS BEING RECEIVED BUT
BUT INSTEA~ WAITS rOR THE END or THE PACKET (SOME ARE ALMOST A rULL
SEC 0 Wl I N LEN CTH) AND Tit EN RES EtoW S • WH I LEN 0 T S I !vi ULTAN E0 US THE LAG
IS LESS THAN A SECOND IF ALL WORKS WELL.
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